
AT A GLANCE
PCI DSS MYTHS

Ten Common Myths of PCI DSS
The Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard (PCI 
DSS) secures cardholder data that is stored, processed 
or transmitted by merchants and processors. PCI 

may harbor myths about the PCI DSS. The PCI Security Standards Council presents ten common 

Myth 1 – One vendor and product will make us compliant

Myth 2 – Outsourcing card processing makes us compliant

Myth 3 – PCI compliance is an IT project

addresses policies and procedures as they apply to the entire card payment acceptance and 

GOALS OF PCI DSS

Build and maintain a secure 
network 

Protect cardholder data

Maintain a vulnerability 
management program

Implement strong access 
control measures

Regularly monitor and test 
networks

Maintain an information 
security policy



Myth 4 – PCI will make us secure

data.

Myth 5 – PCI is unreasonable; it requires too much

all

Myth 7 – We don’t take enough credit cards to be compliant

Myth 8 – We completed a SAQ so we’re compliant

Myth 9 – PCI makes us store cardholder data
strongly

Myth 10 – PCI is too hard

PCI AT-A-GLANCE 

Overview

Getting Started with PCI DSS

10 Common Myths of PCI DSS

Data Security Do’s and Don’ts

Getting Started with PA-DSS

Getting Started with PCI PED


